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               2012 
SO CAL METS Calendar 
Editor’s Email:  kconner@socal.rr.com 
Club website:  www.socalmets.com 
Workshops:  Every 3 months normally.  Meetings: Every 3 months normally.  Outings:   Every Month 

Day & Date Event Location & Hosts Start 
Sunday, January 29 Car Show 

& Lunch 
Original Mikes 
100 S. Main St., Santa Ana 

11:00 AM - 
2:00 PM 

Sunday, February 12 Sweetheart  
Luncheon  

Pepper Shaker Restaurant 
NW Corner, Harbor & Imperial, LaHabra 

11:00 AM 

Saturday, March 3 Festival of 
Whales Parade 

Dana Point TBD 

Saturday, March 31 Breakfast Cruise Ruby’s Train Station Depot 
Old Town Orange 

9:00 AM 

Friday & Saturday 
April 13 & 14 

Unique Little 
Car Show 

Phoenix, Arizona 
http://www.microcar.org/2012/2012SWULCS.pdf 

 

Sunday, April 29 Meeting Start at the Pepper Shaker Restaurant for 
brunch, meeting at the McCallister’s home, Brea. 

10:00 AM 

Sunday, May 6 USO Car Show Ontario Airport 
1940 E. Moore Way., Ontario 

 

Saturday, May 19 Poker Run Fullerton Area TBD 

Saturday, June 23  
 

CLUB PICNIC 
Pot Luck 
 

Craig Park, 3300 N State College Blvd. Fullerton 
50/50 Raffle, White Elephant Sale 
Bring quality items for the sale 

10:30 AM 

Sunday, July 15 Meeting 1949 Smokewood Ave., Fullerton 
Host: Gwen Tolleson 714-525-8830 

1:30 PM 

August Cruise & Picnic Palos Verdes area.  Guided by home town girl 
Martyn Tourdot 

TBD 

September Tech Session On site at Bauman’s Towing.  Riverside. TBD 

October Meeting You? TBD 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Revised 1-10-2012 



Dear So Cal Metro Folks: 
 
Betty and I want to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
and Blessed New Year. We hope you have happy times with family and 
loved ones. 
  
I think we have a pretty good thing going with our new club and I say 
thanks to each and every one of you for making it happen. Our first 
year has been all we hoped for, concluding with a terrific Christmas 
party. 
 
Looking forward to a fun 2012, and until then may you all stay well 
and continue to polish up your little Mets so they will know they are 
loved. 
 
God Bless All….. Ed and Betty 

First 

   Annual 

      Christmas 

         Party 



Thanks to Gwen Tolleson and 
Martyn Tourdot, our first annual 
Christmas party was a fun-filled 
success!  The country French bis-
tro, La Vin Rose  was perfect.  The 
story game of left/right got every-
one’s attention right away.  Martyn 
read a story with an unbelievable 
amount of left/right words and a 
decorated package was transferred 
left or right around each table. 
A delicious dinner was served next.  
The dessert came as a bit of a sur-
prise because most people were 
required to move to another table 
and enjoy their sweets with a new 
neighbor .  After desert everyone 
returned to their original seats and 
prepared for the crazy gift ex-
change.  Those in attendance were:  
Ed & Betty McCallister, Ronnie & 
Barbie Bauman, Gwen Tolleson, Martyn & Chuck Tourdot, Tony & Jackie Bilotti, Ken & Judy Conner, George & Norma 
Mocabee, Renee & Rick Anderson, Nate & Shirley Hall, John & Anita Fildes, Rolly & Joan Bitterman &  Paul & Allison 
Van Wig,  
 







Christmas Lights Cruise 
Chuck & Martyn Tourdot hosted our  Christmas Pot-
luck and Cruise on December 18th.  Chuck’s great 
chili was the staple  food.  Judy’s new cake pops were 
the dessert. 
Martyn led us around Sunny Hills, then Northeast Brea 
and finally Yale & Nutwood streets in Fullerton.  The 
neighbors on both of the Fullerton streets decorate the 
trees with handmade “Sparkelballs” made from plastic 
cups.  The effect is enchanting. 



This years Celebrity Grand Marshal was NBA Legend Earvin “Magic” Johnson.  Our group of Mets was one of 
120 entries.  We’d like to think that we were Celebrities too!  Our decorations were a hit.  More that once we 
heard a youngster at curbside point to us and say “The Bear is Driving the Car!” 



I couldn’t resist taking advantage of our recent Christmas tree to create the scene above.  I 
admit that I’m still a kid when it comes to toys.  I get melancholy at Christmas and remem-
ber those delightful  Christmas’s and the marvelous miniatures that came my way years ago.  
Believe it or not I still have some of my (circa 1950) farm toys & trucks.  Because of their 
good condition. someone once accused me of having been a stingy kid who never let any-
one else play with and abuse them!  There may be some truth to that!   
In the last 20 years I purchased several pressed steel ”Model” toys by Doepke which I al-
ways wanted but were too expensive even for Santa! 
What’s special about the toy Met pictured above is it’s legacy.  It’s one of four I purchase 
on ebay in 2010.  Because the Highway 61 brand has such realistic detail, I used them to 
create our So Cal Mets logo.  Positioning a toy at the preferred photographic angle is a lot 
simpler than moving an 1800 lb Met for a photo shoot.  
So how did the Highway 61 Toy Met come about?  If you were a MOCNA member in 2004 
you might recall reading about it in the Met Gazette.  For new Metters like me I find it fas-
cinating and would like to share with you the details of the story.  We all have John Riley 
from Dubuque Iowa to thank for this great little replica.  John is our MOCNA Secretary al-
though you may know him better as being part of the  Met Tech Team & Ask Mr. Met page 
in the Gazette. 
It is with gratitude that I am able to share the following two pages about John’s unique Met. 
 
                 Ken Conner 



 
The Hwy 61 project was started the summer of 2003.  
The president of the Highway 61 Co. is the grandson of 
the founder of the Ertl Co. which started in Dubuque in 
the basement of his house about 4 blocks from where I 
grew up. They approached me to see if I was interested 
in using my car for the model, I of course said yes! 
They sent their photographer to our dealership for a day 
and he shot over 200 pictures of the car. The white 
stick is a carpenters rule taped every inch with black 

tape. 
They sent the photos to China and the engineers built a 1/12 size model off the pictures and 
returned it to the U.S. for us to make suggestions. The Chinese did an incredible job even on 
the first model, they even had the add on cruise control box under the dash, we had them re-
move that. The 1/12th was returned to China for the changes and again returned to the U.S. for 
evaluation this time in the 1/18 size. It was sent 2 more times for evaluation before production. 
 
 The cars were featured on the front cover of Toy & Model cars Magazine with  articles in the 
Dec 2003 & Jan 2004 issues.  I was not involved in the hardtop cars, that came later and I 
don't know if they used another car or just a picture. I am also sending a story that ran in the 
Gazette about the introduction at the International Toy Show. 
 
John Riley 





Shown above is John Riley’s Met at the 2011 International Metropolitan Meet in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin last July.  The message on the windshield states that the car 
is for display only.   John was gracious enough not to include his perfect speci-
men in the judging! The 1:18 scale model Mets by Highway 61 are derived from 
this car.  If you have the Highway 61 toy, lift the hood and note that there are two 
hood prop rods (not standard) just like John’s car. 

From The Editors Notebook: 
 
1. George Mocabee is leaving his post as our Vice President.  George will con-

tinue as our Webmaster. 
2. Ronnie Bauman has been elected as our new Vice President.  Thank you 

Ronnie for stepping up to the plate. 
 
3. For those members wanting to reread any issue of the newsletters you have 

received via email, you can also find them on our web site:   
www.socalmets.com 

 
4. Several of us are going to attend the USO Charity Car & Motorcycle Show in 

Ontario on Sunday May 6th.  The complete address for mailing your applica-
tion is:  1940 E. Moore Way, Ontario, CA 91761  

     The sister of our MOCNA VP, Brian Cotariu is involved in this event.                 
      
5.  Send me your story about the most notable compliment your Met has ever     
      received. 



REPORT 0N “RUN TO THE SUN”. 
Well, Little Miss Met decided to let us know loud and clear she is a California Girl and not an Arizona Cactus! 
When we arrived in Havasu, she came up with a few mechanical ailments (brakes locked up, electrical short and 
had to be hot wired to start, intermittently stuck in 2nd gear) which prevented me from driving her around. She was 
a pistol. Everything worked fine when we loaded her on the trailer at home. 

We were able to get her to the car 
show on the trailer, get her 
unloaded and to her reserved spot 
on the golf course where she 
stayed for the duration. Poor NIck 
worked harder this weekend than 
a race weekend. And this was 
supposed to be his "vacation" 
weekend. He just shrugged it off 
and said it's old cars and &*^$ 
happens!  When we got home, of 
course her brakes worked fine so 
we could unload her off the trailer 
and park her in the garage. In Ha-
vasu, the brakes locked up to get 
her off the trailer and again to load 
her on the trailer?! 

All was not lost. Due to Nick's and 
my brother-in-laws Bill and Terry's 
diligence, we got her to the show, 
she showed well and got lots of 
attention. I talked to a couple peo-
ple regarding the club and handed 
out applications. One gentleman 

said he had an opportunity to purchase a 58 Met for $500. The way he described it's original condition was too 
good to be true but I gave him my card and told him we would be interested if he decided to pass. 

So sorry I was 
unable to get a 
picture of Little 
Miss Met near the 
London Bridge. It 
was a little disap-
pointing to not be 
able to drive her 
around town. 
Maybe we'll try 
again next year IF 
she decides she 
wants to get on the 
trailer for another 
trip to Arizona. You 
know how stub-
born those Little 
Ladies are when 
they don't want to 
do something!!!!!!  

Renee Anderson 
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